
DRRA Board Meeting
June 7, 2021

Liz Layne is now president, and Don will be the first VP.

Don stated he’s looking forward to continuing to support the DRRA and work with the president.
Heide Jenkins is stepping down as Director; she will need to be replaced. Liz Layne stated that
there are 3 possible replacements who are interested.

Swearing in of Liz Layne as President, and Don as First VP. Motion was made and accepted.

Vishesh (Field Deputy for Mike Bonin)

<will add his links when he emails them to me>

Reminded us that the  last day to vote in the DRNC Elections is tomorrow.

Project Home Key is up and running in Westchester, and will be running in Venice within a few
weeks at a former Ramada Inn in Venice. The upcoming year's budget was approved by the LA
city council. Due to COVID, many services were cut last year, but they will be returning this year
as the city’s finances have improved.

Bonin’s motion to evaluate sites for homeless interventions was passed by the council a few
weeks ago. Evaluation of the sites is now happening. Once feasibility studies are complete, any
sites that are identified as “feasible” will be presented to the community again for discussion.

Q: will parking restrictions be reinstated (after being relaxed during COVID)? A: When someone
is living in a vehicle in a parking spot, it cannot currently be towed. There is no timeline for this
to change, but enforcement of parking restrictions might be reinstated on June 15.

Q: 5000 Beethoven homeless site - is there currently a feasibility study or something more
concrete? A: It is currently only a feasibility study, especially focusing on the infrastructure.

Q: Is there documentation of the feasibility study and its progress? A: No, but there will be a
report at the end of the evaluation period.

Q: Is there any other community input accepted right now? How much weight does it have? A:
Not at the moment, but after a site is deemed feasible, the community will be able to voice their
input/concerns. Input will be balanced with other factors such as court orders.

Q: Mary Anderson received a letter today from the city attorney about inordinate amounts of
fireworks/explosions. “Observed” violations will be prosecuted. How will they be observed? A:
LAPD police officers will issue citations. Complaints are also accepted via the 311 portal.



Q: Who is the judge involved in the homelessness case? A: LA City has been involved in many
lawsuits but the current one is from LA Alliance for Human Rights which has sued because the
city/county have not done enough about the homelessness crisis. The judge is David O. Carter.
Judge Carter initially prioritized encampments near freeways, so resources were not allocated to
other sites. He then tried to prioritize only Skid Row, but this was stayed by the 9th circuit. He
requested an escrow fund from the city, which was also stayed by the 9th circuit. He then
directed each councilmember to identify solutions to homelessness within their council district.

Q: What is the ETA on the feasibility study? A: typically 1-2 months.

Q: Courtleigh site - Venice developers were allowed to build supportive housing in Del Rey (i.e.
in a cheaper location than Venice). Could Del Rey do the same? A: Judge has directed that the
sites must be on the Westside (in the 11th district).

Armine Sargsyan - deputy for constituent engagement for Supervisor Holly J Mitchell
(asargsyan@bos.lacounty.gov)
Sup. Mitchell has focused on availability of the COVID vaccine and economic recovery.
Vaccination numbers are on the rise, but we still need to remain vigilant. Her office will continue
to offer vaccines to underserved/disproportionately affected communities.

Sup. Mitchell’s priorities:
- Expanding healthcare access
- Racial justice
- Criminal justice reform
- Food insecurity
- Homelessness (dedicating resources for more housing and preventing homelessness.

Partnered with the state on Project Homekey. LA County has approved $10mm to
encourage landlords to rent to homeless individuals. She has sponsored SB679 which
would establish an agency to encourage affordable housing units.)

Sup. Mitchell wants to hear issues/solutions from the community on the homelessness issue,
specifically in Del Rey. Please email Sup. Mitchell’s deputies IGracian@bos.lacounty.gov and
lsofiani@bos.lacounty.gov.

Q: What is her stance on encouraging vaccinations? A: has been routing vaccines to places
where vaccines are disproportionately not being given. Vishesh mentioned that the state lottery
is open to all vaccinated Californians.

Q: Nothing has been done about homelessness, despite all the studies, counts, etc. And the
situation is escalating. A: Sup. Mitchell knows that homelessness is everyone’s #1 priority. Next
year’s budget will hopefully include more money for affordable housing and rent assistance. It
also has funding for a team of deputies solely focused on homelessness issues.



Q: There is an encampment on Alla with lots of stuff (bikes etc). How will more housing help with
this issue, and will the housing offer allow enforcement of current laws against encampments?
A: Vishesh - will ensure that resources are offered to our district specifically.

Q: Is LAPD deprioritizing homeless-involved issues, and not responding to them? A: (Vishesh)
this is not the case. He is hoping there can be non-police response teams for calls which do not
need police involvement. Next year’s budget includes a pilot program with the Department of
Mental Health to respond to calls which do not need a police response. Eugene OR has a
program like this which has been running for 30 years. Next year’s budget also pays for more
neighborhood patrols.

Q: What is the goal? A: Vishesh - goal is to solve or treat homelessness. Using many different
programs to solve different needs. Example: shared housing for those who have formed a
community on the street. Another example is Project Homekey which uses underutilized
hotels/motels to supplement housing stock. However, some of the drivers of homelessness
(income inequality, high rents, lack of access to health care, etc) are out of the city’s hands. So
the city is trying to focus on more nimble and cost effective solutions.

Armine - supportive services will be provided in all housing offered (shared, Project Homekey,
renting apartments from landlords, etc).

Q: (Elizabeth Pollock) RE: county easements along the creeks - there are no trespassing signs
there; the county needs to make it clear that rules will be enforced regarding trespassing along
the county easements. A: Armine will follow up with Elizabeth after the meeting.

Q: Will we go back to the pre pandemic enforcement of no camping rules? A: (Armine) There is
currently litigation which prevents enforcement of no camping rules, and cleanups. Vishesh -
“tents down” policy was suspended during the COVID pandemic per CDC rules. This is starting
to change and/or will be revisited soon. The downside of this policy is that social workers were
not able to follow up and maintain relationships with individual people, so they are having a
conversation about this. Also, the city is unable to seize or destroy items at the moment. New
budget will allocate more care teams (one dedicated to our district).

Ghassan - pacific division update
Attended a 5/19/2021 meeting - 3 gang-related homicides. Aggravated assaults up 40%.
Robberies, motor vehicle theft are all up, especially in Venice/Mar Vista. Fires around homeless
encampments and homeless camping in parks are up. Catalytic Converter theft is up. In our
area, crime, motor vehicle theft, and catalytic converter thefts are all up. RVs cannot be
impounded if someone is living in it.

Last month’s minutes were accepted.

Membership - Sharon - not present



Treasurer (Kathleen) - received 2 new paid memberships in May. Kathleen is now on all the
paypal/Bank of America accounts. She will send out a balance sheet to the board. Bought 2 gift
cards for graduating students ($100 each). Asked about the Del Rey Ready funds for
emergency preparedness. Don will elaborate on this.

Susan V mentioned that membership is $15 per household and helps the association out
tremendously.

Don (emergency preparedness, on behalf of Georgina)
Main focus is Del Rey Ready. Held first meeting on 5/27. The DRNC talked about giving us
$2000 for emergency supplies; this will be voted on after their election. Don is also anticipating
a $2000 donation from Mike Bonin. In July there will be a neighborhood training program meet
and greet, sponsored by CERT/RYLAN.

Heart of Del Rey (Melanie)

Applied for a Great Streets grant in 2019 to make improvements on Centinela between
Braddock and Short. Popular opinion was that everyone wanted a crosswalk on Centinela
between Culver and Short. We were selected for one of the $500,000 prizes but then COVID hit.
Project has been on hold until now, but should start construction around September 2021.

Susan V put in a plug for everyone taking the Heart of Del Rey survey. This project may open
the door for more resources for Del Rey. HeartOfDelRey.org has many photos and resources
about the project (including a link to the 2 question survey).

Elizabeth Pollock - Marina Del Rey Middle School - DRRA gives a donation to the 2 top
students graduating from the school. Graduation ceremony is on Thursday 3pm - need a
representative from the board to attend the ceremony. Lillian Jenkins will represent the board.

They are trying to bring community families back to the middle school. Their community garden
(horticulture program) will be open to the public soon, available to all Del Reyans. The middle
school is working on new programs (including computer programming) to draw in new students,
since they were not highly rated on the Great Schools list.

Elizabeth Pollock - Land Use

SB 9 and 10 (Joe Young) - passed senate and are up for a vote in the assembly. SB10 will
authorize city or county to zone any parcel for up to 10 residential units if it is in a transit zone
(which is defined as being within ½ mile of a major transit site). Zoning can be overridden (for
example, if a project is within ½ mile of a major transit site, local government would not be
required to approve the project). Vishesh: council is collecting feedback on a resolution
opposing these bills, which hasn't been voted on yet.



(Elizabeth) Triangle building on the corner of Zanja and Washington Blvd (site of the former 99
cent store). A letter is being prepared expressing DRRA concerns. Community plan updates -
still working on the plan updates (2500 comments were submitted). Will have another meeting
with the community in October before starting the EIR process.

Culver City might get rid of single family zoning. There is a petition opposing this. Should we
have one in Del Rey as well? Elizabeth will draft and circulate a petition. Elizabeth is concerned
that the motivation is not affordability, but squeezing more services/housing into a small area.
She’s also concerned that the state will decide what our density is, even if it is not appropriate
for our area.

Unincorporated areas (including the Ballona wetlands) are patrolled by the sheriff and were
asked whether they wanted to be incorporated into the city; they said no, to stay with the county.
However, there is confusing jurisdiction.

Susan V - Fat Cow email services. Tony has not shut down Fat Cow but has moved to GMail
suite, to get @delreyhome.org email addresses. Gmail suite allows more integration with Wix.
We would be allowed 2 branded email addresses.

Costs: Gmail suite is $144/year for delreyhome.org, or $156/year for delreyresidentsassn.org. In
contrast, Fat Cow is $60/year but is old and outdated. If we switch we will lose our email history.
We have prepaid for about a year of Fat Cow to facilitate the transition.

Don: expressed support for moving to GMail Suite. Meeting Minutes should provide context for
older issues if anyone is interested. Also prefers delreyresidentsassn.org over delreyhome.org.

Pat: wants to wait before cancelling the Fat Cow account. Recommends backing up
correspondence.

Motion to move to the new domain, create 2 new emails for president and treasurer, and keep
fat cow for a year. Seconded and approved.

Mary Anderson - wants to consider going back to in-person meetings. We will discuss this at our
July meeting. Zoom meetings have facilitated more involvement so Don suggested we do both
(Zoom and in-person) in the future.


